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Word Clouds use the size of each word
to represent frequency in a text sample.
While eye-catching, they can obscure
key themes. To improve clarity, consider
first grouping words semantically and
creating smaller, focused versions.

Quotes—from single words to full
paragraphs—can vividly capture 
participant experiences. Ensure privacy
and confidentiality. Use font styles (eg,
bold or italic) to emphasize key sections.

Coloring Text within a document
highlights themes and groupings—like
the track changes feature in Microsoft
Word to draw attention to key content.

Timelines show events in chronological
order. Keep it simple—a basic line with
markers or arrows is often enough to
highlight key moments.

Concept Maps and Mind Maps visually
organize relationships, hierarchies, and
groupings by connecting related
concepts with lines or arrows. Concept
maps typically use hierarchical
structures to show relationships, while
mind maps branch out from a central
subject to explore ideas more freely.

Dendrogram and Network Diagrams
display connections between themes,
codes, or participants. Dendrograms are
used to show clusters of related words
or concepts, while network diagrams
visualize relationships across categories.
These visuals can become cluttered
quickly, so keep designs clear by using
thin lines and soft, transparent colors.

Flow Diagrams use shapes connected by
lines to show processes, sequences, or
hierarchies. Vary color, shape, and line
weight to differentiate components.

Icons and Harvey Balls (partially filled
circles) represent individual observations.
They can also enhance traditional charts by
making data points more visually distinct
and engaging.

Heatmaps are tables where cell colors or
shading represent values. In qualitative
data, colors can indicate categories,
themes, or semantic groups.

Gauge, Bullet, and Slider Charts compare
actual values to targets within a range. A
gauge is circular, a bullet is rectangular, and
a slider is linear—each offering a different
visual take on the same concept.

Photos can convey context, emotion, and
interaction that may not be fully captured
through text. They can reinforce themes or
show change by before-and-after images.
Always obtain appropriate consent when
using participant images.

Bubble Charts use circles of varying sizes
to compare qualitative categories or
themes. Use labels and color wisely—too
many bubbles can overwhelm the reader 
or obscure meaning.

Pairing Qualitative and Quantitative Data
can be a useful strategy to root qualitative
findings in broader patterns. For example,
show the percentage of respondents
aligned with a theme, then illustrate it with
a compelling or representative quote.
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